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SUBJECT: USE OF SATELLITE IMAGERY TO DETERMINE POPPY AND RICE 
CULTIVATION 

1 . AS PART OF THE EFFORT IN INTERNATIONAL DRUG SUPPRESSION, 

EMBASSY SUGGESTS UNTTLIZATION SATELLITE IMAGERY MAY BE UNTAPPED 
RESOURCE. WE UNDERSTAND VISUAL INTERPRETATION IMAGERY, IN 
CONJUNCTION AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY, SUCCESSFULLY USED IN LATTER 
DAYS USAID/LAOS PROGRAM TO IDENTIFY PLOTS OF POPPIES. 

2. WHILE WE RECOGNIZE IDENTIFICATION OF RICE FIELDS VIA 
SATELLITE IMAGERY MAY BE IN TECHNOLOGICAL INFANCY, WE DO 

NOTE THAT THE MEKONG COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT, THROUGH A COMBINA- 
TION OF SATELLITE IMAGERY AND PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE SECRE- 
TARIAT PERSONNEL OF AREAS IN CANBODIA AND SOUTH VIET-NAM, HAS 
BEEN ABLE TO MAKE STUDIES OF VISIBLE TEMPORAL CHANGES IN 
AGRICULTURAL AREAS. BY COMPARING CURRENT MATERIAL WITH OLDER 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY THEY HAVE, IN THE RECENT PAST. PRODUCED 
RICE CULTIVATION INFORMATION COMMENSURATE WITH THAT 
DERIVED FROM REFUGEE REPORTS. UNFORTUNATELY, MEKONG 
SECRETARIAT IS NOT NOW RECEIVING IMAGERY AND, IN ANY 
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EVENT, KNOWLEDGEABLE PERSONNEL ARE NO LONGER IN BANGKOK. 

WE UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, EA/VLC CAMBODIA DESK OFFICER 
CARNEY HAS BEEN TRYING TO OBTAIN A READING FROM LANDSAT 
WITH RESPECT TO CAMBODIA. IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO VARIOUS 
ELEMENTS IN THE MISSION TO KNOW WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF THE 
AREA PLANTED IN RICE IN THAILAND AND VIET-NAM AS WELL. 
COMPARISONS FROM YEAR TOYEAR WOULD PROVIDE A USEFUL 
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ANALYTICAL TOOL. 

3. WE ARE NOW IN POSSESSION OF RESULTS OF PHASE I (AC- 
CUMULATION OF GROUND TRUTH) FOR MEKONG-RED SPONSORED PRO- 
JECT ENTITLED COMPUTER PROCESSING OF SATELLITE IMAGERY 
TAPES BEING CONDUCTED AT ASIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY/ 
BANGKOK. INTENT OF THIS ACTIVITY IS TO DEVELOP TECHNOLOGY 
FOR IDENTIFICATION OF RICE. AMONG OTHER THINGS, IN THIS 

AREA DIRECT FROM TAPES. HOWEVER, COMPLETION OF PHASE II 
(COMPUTER PROCESSING) NOT DUE UNTIL END FEBRUARY. A 
COPY OF PHASE I HAS BEEN PROVIDED NASA FOR ITS GENERAL 
INFORMATION. ALSO, PERHAPS USDA'S LARGE AREA CROP IMAGERY 
EXPERIMENT COULD PROVIDE SOME USEFUL INPUT. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT LOOK INTO FEASIBILITY 
OF PROVIDING US ON REGULAR BASIS WITH REQUESTED INTER 
PRETATION OF LANDSAT IMAGERY IDENTIFYING POPPY AND RICE 
CULTIVATION IN THIS AREA. 
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